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INTRODUCTION

Interpretation of the task

The goal for this project is to practice studio shooting of portraits and create a 
advertisement that needs to attract new listeners and create interest in the radio 
station. 

Concept and target

The concept is modern, formal and conflicting. The radio station is going to include
debate, feature articles, interviews and excerpts from events on the theme 
Norwegian culture and politics. The targeted audience is mainly adult people 
between 30-80 years old who are interested in politics and culture in Norway.
In order to achieve that I decided to use a single male model dressed in formal outfit 
for my photo-shoot.

Message / Achieved action

This task is meant to let us practice planning a studio-shooting of portrait and 
use these photos to create posters and advertisements. The desired outcome is a 
professionally made portrait photos that can fit well with the advertisement. 
The final result should be well crafted and thought of and able to attract new 
listeners for the radio station.



RESEARCH AND WORK

Creative methods

For the creative methods I mostly tried to envision in my head what concept I would 
like to follow and work with. I came up with a list of keywords after doing some 
research on the internet and I also tried to plan out the final result on paper.

Inspiration methods

I knew I wanted to make portrait photos specifically for the radio station, so I 
wanted my model to be dressed in a formal outfit with a more serious expression 
on the face fitting the theme. Most of my inspiration came from the idea I was aiming 
to achieve as well as a few pictures i found on internet that looked very similar to 
what I was thinking about.

Analysis
I did research on internet about portraits of some of the most famous politicians in 
Norway. Needless to say professional photos were quite hard to find as politicians 
in this country prefer to be on the same level as common people, so most of the 
photos they had were casual outside photos or photos from conferences and events.
I did however manage to find a few close up portraits of Norwegian and non-
Norwegian politicians that were made in a studio:



For the Spotify advertisement I looked up a few channels on the platform related to 
politics and culture. Many of them did not use any kind of portrait, but some did:

What I learned from this research is that the people on the photos are dressed 
formally, portraits are from the chest up and the people are either looking straight 
at the camera or on the side. The colors red and blue are often used, because of the 
major difference between them and contrast they create, representing two sides 
with different views and opinions, which creates a conflict and debate. Using a 
black and white portrait photo is also rather common as well as simple or plain 
background. The typography is bold, simple and easy to read. The channel logo is 
commonly located on the upper left or right corner of the picture.



Per Olav Haraldsen

- 64 years old
- retired    

- from  Bergen, Norway

- interested in Politics and Culture
- likes to listen to radio

- loves discussions and debates

- always looking for new sources
of information and different opinions

- uses the train quite often

Margrete Signe Erstad

- 32 years old
 - student in politics

 - from  Oslo, Norway

- interested in Politics and Culture
- likes to listen to Spotify radio stations 
- loves listening to discussions and de-

bates

- always looking for new sources -
of information and different opinions
- uses the metro train to go to work 

daily 

Customer profiles



Sketches



Moodboard
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PLANNING AND PREPARATION
Determine the concept

The goal for this project is to create a new and impactful advertisement that needs 
to attract new listeners and create interest in the radio station. Concept for this 
project is to use a single male model and create an artistic portrait. The background 
will consist of the Norwegian flag as seen in other politician portraits. The colors 
and light used should be impactful and serious.

Get inspiration

After doing research on other politician photo-shoots and similar radio stations on 
Spotify I have come to the conclusion that the photo needs to be well lit, with clear 
visible face and straight position of the model as well as preferably formal outfit.

Examples:



The model

Since the project is not for a specific person I have decided to use my boyfriend as my 
model. I have already discussed my concept and vision with him and he has agreed to 
help me with the task. We will still sign a model release of course.

Location, styling and props

For location I have decided to do the photo shoot outside, since I do not have 
access a lot of professional light equipment at home and I have done a pretty good 
portraits of him outside in the past. According to the current weather (which will 
most likely be overcast at this time of the year) I will use a reflector or deffuser to 
balance the light on the face. For props we are going to use a formal suit (shirt, tie 
and blazer).

Camera and lighting

I am to use my current Nikon camera mounted on a tripod with either my 50mm or 
90mm macro lenses (test photos needed). For the light I am really hoping for a nice 
overcast or slightly sunny day, so I get the opportunity to try different things. My 
light concept is to light mostly one side of the face and use a secondary light or 
reflector on the other side to balance the light over the face. 

Moodboard for final result



The Photo-shoot

PS: I’m not sure if I need to include my photo-shoot plan here, but I did just in case. 

Unfortunately I do not own a lot of professional lights for studio photography, so 
I came up with the idea to try to do the photo shoot outdoors and try to do it in the 
golden hour of the day. Luckily my plan worked and we managed to do the shoot 
at sunset when the sun was going down. I had made my photo shoot plan and had 
printed the instructions we were given to follow. 

We managed to try a few different locations, positions and portrait options. I tested 
two of my lenses, but ended up using mostly my 90 mm macro lens, since it could 
achieve a lower F stop and blur the background a lot more than the 50mm. I tried 
using a LED panel to light up the face in addition, but the sun was quite strong and 
the light was impossible to see. I ended up using my camera flash for a few of the 
photos and that helped a little. All photos were shot at 100 ISO with F/ between 3,0 
and 4,5

My boyfriend is usually against having his photos on the internet, but he was kind to 
help me with the project under the condition that I would not put any of the photos 
online and send them only to my teachers. I will however be able to use the final 
poster in my portfolio.

Since I take all of my photos in RAW format I had to process them in Adobe 
Lightroom before exporting as JPEG. I did some small adjustments mostly in the 
shadows, highlights and clarity of the photos. I also converted some of them to 
black and white, since I wanted to use that for my poster.

Here are some of the best photos I managed to take:



On this photo I tried to create a Rembrandt lighting on the face by instructing the 
model to turn slightly to his left.



I instructed the model to try different positions with his arms.



A few close ups, with him looking in the camera and away from it.



I tried to do some photos with one of his hands touching and being grounded to an 
object, but he ended up laughing at me trying to explain what I’m trying to do.



Above - Again trying out different arm positions and body language.

We also tried this red, barn as background, but I did not like how busy it was, so we 
switched up quickly.



Final thoughts: 

Although my boyfriend is not used to being photographed and was rather 
uncomfortable, I tried my best to make the whole process as fun as possible and we 
ended up laughing a lot. I tried to instruct him about moving and switching positions, 
as well as trying out new things even if they felt silly to him. 

We ended up with a lot of different photos (and bloopers) in a very short time.

PS: The photo on the right shows his whole “formal” outfit. I told him I will mostly 
need photos from the chest up, so he thought it was a good idea to dress up only that 
part and keep his sweatpants and slippers under. :D

Overall I felt pretty comfortable working with him, but I have to admit - this is the 
first time I did portrait photography with someone modeling for me. I usually manage 
to snap a photo here and there of him while he is doing something else, so having 
someone pose for me was a new experience for me.

I do feel more comfortable now doing this in the future again, with either friends, 
family or even professional models. I do think I need to obtain some studio lights 
to help me with portraits in-doors at some point, so I can improve and experiment 
further with portrait photography.



The radio advertisement - design

Style/Genre

The style for the poster is formal and serious, but at the same time it has to convey 
the conflict in the politics and culture in Norway and spike up the interest of the 
readers. Following my idea I decided to use a black and white portrait and change 
the background of the original photo to a flag of Norway/EU. The poster will also 
include the title and explanation of the radio station. The station logo will be on 
the top left corner and the Spotify logo on the down left corner of the poster. The 
poster will also contain a small word-play image of “Yes” vs “NO” to further show 
the conflict and debate idea for the poster.

Typography

The font I used for the title is “Bebas Neue” and for the explanation text - 
“Montserrat”. I wanted the title to be bold and impactful and the explanation to 
compliment it. The “yes” and “no” were illustrations I downloaded from internet, so 
I’m not sure what font they use.

Colours

The main colors around the whole poster are red, blue, black and white. The only 
exception is the stars of the EU flag and the “no” chat bubble what I made yellow to 
match the mentioned flag on the background. I did try to use red on it, but it felt a 
bit too overwhelming and even aggressive.

Composition, layout, grid

After testing out a few of my photos and my plans for the poster I ended up using 
my N.1 layout idea (from the sketches). The portrait is on the left side, facing right, 
while the text and illustrations are on the right side. The logos are on bottom right 
and left corners.



I then moved to Illustrator to add the final elements like logos, type and the “yes/
no” illustrations. I added a simple gradient triangle under the type to make it easier 
to read, since the background is quite busy. I also tried different color combinations 
for the “yes” and “no”, with my original idea being to make them blue and red, but the 
red felt a bit too much, so I decided to make it yellow instead.
I also cropped and resized the two documents to fit the desired requirements for the 
task.

Final results:

- Print Version (29.7 x 42 cm, 300 DPI)

- Online Version (1050x900 px, 72 DPI)

- Signed Model Contract

- Mock-ups

Process

I started with editing the colored photo in to black and white in Lightroom. I 
then moved to Photoshop, where I traced the model and removed the original 
background. I then used a stock photo as the new background and did some small 
adjustments in positioning and colors, so they fit well. 











Sources and references

Politician portraits

David Cameron
https://www.rorylewis.studio/blog/2019/1/30/david-cameron

Sylvi Listhaug
https://www.stortinget.no/no/Stortinget-og-demokratiet/Galleri/
Stortingsrepresentantene/?acrid=L&pid=2021-2025

Trygve Slagsvold Vedum
https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trygve_Slagsvold_Vedum

Jonas Gahr Støre
https://no.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fil:Jonas_Gahr_St%C3%B8re_undated.jpg

Erna Solberg (Credit: Thomas Haugersveen/Statsministerens kontor)
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/smk/organization-map/prime-minister-erna-
solberg/photo-gallery-pm-solberg/id744661/

Simon Hart MP
https://www.rorylewis.studio/blog/simonhart

Spotify channels - Spotify app for PC

Customer Profiles

Man 
https://www.freepik.com/free-photo/old-man-sitting-table-working-with-
laptop_7722222.htm

Woman
https://www.freepik.com/premium-photo/young-beautiful-african-secretary-
working-her-laptop_18599089.htm

Mock-ups

3d music player design for social media 

https://www.freepik.com/premium-psd/3d-music-player-design-social-media-
post_9611709.htm

Train interior mockup 
https://www.freepik.com/premium-psd/close-up-poster-train-interior-
mockup_10363493.htm

Programs used

Adobe Lightroom, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign for the 
report.


